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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 




E-mail: budgefaruba ©sefarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 



US House votes to repeal 
health law, likely to fail 
in Senate 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
lawmakers voted yesterday to 
repeal President Barack 
Obama's health care law, a con¬ 
tentious move by Republicans 
aimed at striking down one of 
Obama's key achievements in 
an election year. 

The bill, which passed in a 
244-185 vote, came as outraged 
Democrats accused Republi¬ 
cans of seeking to score politi¬ 
cal points, but the legislation 
has virtually no chance of pass¬ 
ing the Democratic-held Sen¬ 
ate. 

Democrats have slammed 
the effort — the 31st vote to re¬ 
peal part or all of the Affordable 
Care Act — as a brash political 
show, acknowledging for days 
that the bill would pass the Re¬ 
publican-held House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

"You're going to win the 
vote, but you're going to lose 
the case, and the debate," 
roared John Dingell, the dean of 
the House who has served in 
the chamber since 1955, shortly 
before the vote. 

"I say shame. You're wasting 
the time of the American peo¬ 


ple," he said at the conclusion 
of more than five hours of de¬ 
bate during which lawmakers 
made their cases for or against 
the reforms signed into law in 
2010 and upheld as constitu¬ 
tional by the Supreme Court 
late last month. 

The measure is all but dead 
in the water. Democrats control 
the Senate, and the White 
House has informed Congress 
that the president would veto 
the legislation should it reach 
his desk. 

Five Democrats, some in 
battleground states like North 
Carolina where they face a 
tough re-election in November, 
joined Republicans who voted 
unanimously for repeal. 

Conservatives, led by Mitt 
Romney who is challenging 
Obama for the White House in 
the November election, have 
sought to repeal the law from 
day one, while most Democrats 
have praised it as bringing the 
world's richest nation closer 
than ever to universal health 
care for its citizens. 

Continued on page 5 


Department of Labor investigating 
layoff of Marriott Casino employees 



The government received a let¬ 
ter from the Marriott Hotel in¬ 
forming them of their intention 
to layoff a certain number of 
their casino employees as a re¬ 
sult of a reorganization taking 
place. 

This happens to be the very 
same casino which only one 
month ago after fighting tooth 
and nail finally became unio¬ 
nized. When the Minister of 
Labor received the commu¬ 
nique, he immediately con¬ 
tacted AHATA and also directed 
a letter to the Marriott Hotel. 

The government is appre¬ 
ciative of the very positive roll 
of this hotel with respect to our 
tourism, such as is the case 
with all our other hotels on 
Aruba. However, in the same 
vein, the Minister of Tourism 
& Labor indicated that he is re¬ 
sponsible as Minister of Labor 
to safeguard the rights of em¬ 
ployees, including those em¬ 
ployees affiliated to a union, 
who also must be respected. 

In his letter to the Marriott, 
the Minister expressed his dis¬ 
appointment and wanted the 
reaction of the hotel on their 
alleged reorganization where 
15 of the 16 employees to be 
laid off are the very employees 
who a month ago joined a 
union. 

The Minister pointed to the 
fact that with the constant in¬ 
crease in our tourism and the 
high occupancy of the hotels, 
and based on his meetings with 
various hotels; there appears to 


be no apparent reason for Mar¬ 
riott’s actions (downsizing?). 
In his letter to Marriott, the 
Minister remarked that he 
hopes he is wrong and that the 
layoff of the 16 employees has 
nothing to do with their asso¬ 
ciation with a union. 

Apparently, the Department 
of Labor has been in contact 
with the Marriott because of a 
number of complaints about 
the Marriott. The department 
of inspection and the dispute 
section spent almost an entire 
morning at Marriott last Mon¬ 
day. They held talks with the 
management to ascertain whe¬ 
ther the layoffs have anything 
to do with the employees’ as¬ 
sociation with the union. 

The government is aware 
that they are not called to med¬ 
dle in the internal affairs of a 
private organization, and that 


this is definitely not their in¬ 
tention either. However, the 
government’s primary task, via 
the Department of Labor, is to 
safeguard and defend the rights 
that an employee has within 
the scope of the law. 

Hence, based on these laws, 
the Department of Labor is con¬ 
ducting this type of investiga¬ 
tion, so that if arises a request 
for the termination of employ¬ 
ees, they would already have 
complete knowledge of the sit¬ 
uation at the company. In his 
concluding remarks, the Minis¬ 
ter reiterated that he as Minister 
of Labor stands firm behind the 
legal rights of each employee to 
choose whether they want to af¬ 
filiate with a union, or even to 
choose to change unions. This 
is their right that must be hon¬ 
ored, unquestionably and no 
matter what! 
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Aruban Daniel la van den Berg, 
Ready for 2012 Olympic Games 
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Some taxi drivers will pay 
for union representation 
but not for Airport services 



Daniella van den Berg 
began practicing swim¬ 
ming at the early age of 
five, too young to really 
choose what she wan¬ 
ted to do with her life. It 
was her parents who led 
her to the sport of 
swimming. Today she 
is very happy with the 
choice. One of the ex¬ 
periences that have 
been embedded in her 
mind is the experience 
of her competition in 
the CCCAN at Bar- 
quisimeto, Venezuela 
where she earned a gold 
medal. 

Daniella has com¬ 
peted against athletes 
from big countries in 
the Latin American 
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Tuesday Daily Raffle $ 500 - Blackjack Tournament 
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continent. She has a personal 
record of over 400IM with a 
tempo of 5.16, which is also a 
record for Aruba in this event. 
Daniella’s biggest accomplish¬ 
ment, thus far, is her Silver win 
at the 2011 South American 
championship in Lima, Peru 
with which she classified for 
the 2011 Pan American Games 
in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

All athletes have one 
dream, and Daniella is no ex¬ 
ception. Since childhood she 
dreamed of becoming an 
Olympic athlete, today her 
dream will become reality! Ac¬ 
cording to Daniella, you 
should never stop short of sac¬ 
rificing to get to your ultimate 
goal. Here are a few questions 
Daniella was asked regarding 
her upcoming 2012 London 
Olympic Games participation: 

1. How are your prepara¬ 
tions going for the Olympic 
Games? Well, my preparations 
are going well. In August 2011 
I went to the US to live and 
train. It took some time for me 
to get accustomed to the train¬ 
ing and the change of life and 
school. But, after more or less 6 
months I was able to settle in 
and to realize how the change is 
helping me a lot. In March and 
April I participated in two big 
competitions, one in Orlando 
and also Carifta in the Bahamas 
where I joined my Aruba team. 

Continued on page 5 


ORANJESTAD - During the 
past weekend the Minister of 
Public Transport met with a 
Group of Taxi Chauffeurs 
and the STA union relative to 
the discussion on whether to 
pay a monthly Afls.9 Service 
Fee to the airport. This serv¬ 
ice fee will be dedicated to 
covering some of the cost of 
certain facilities and mainte¬ 
nance exclusively for the use 
of taxi chauffeurs. 

The Minister, who appears 
to be always ready to meet to 
discuss matters openly, met 
last Friday, in response to a 
request by the Chauffeurs, 
with a group of 40 or 50 
Chauffeurs who were not in 
agreement with the service 
fee being levied by the air¬ 
port. 

Oduber explained to the 
taxi chauffeurs about the 
legal ramifications of their 
union affiliations, which in 
essence does not provide 
them any bargaining or nego¬ 
tiation for a CWA or other 
representation since there is 
no employee-employer rela¬ 
tionship as they are self-em¬ 
ployed. 

Neither can he as Minister 
negotiate anything on their 
behalf. They have a legal li¬ 


cense with its accompanying 
rules and stipulations to allow 
them to function as Taxi 
Chauffeurs. 

The Minister explained 
how that the levy of an airport 
company is not part of his 
charge, hence, if they intro¬ 
duce said levy and if the 
Chauffeurs are not in agree¬ 
ment, they would have to take 
the matter to court against the 
company. Oduber remarked 
that he considers it rather 
strange that these Chauffeurs 
would prefer to pay a union 
Afls.15 per month to defend 
interests that they do not 
have, since they are not nego¬ 
tiating with an employer; but 
that they are refusing to pay 
Afls. 9 for the maintenance of 
services offered them for a 
suitable facility at the airport. 
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Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
J.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 


Mobile Art coming to the Barrios 


Popular Aruban artist, Osayra 
Muyale of Studio O in the Sta- 
dionweg, has taken the initia¬ 
tive to organize what she calls 
“Mobile Art” especially for this 
school vacation period. 

One of Arubus’ buses will be 
joining this interesting and very 
positive project. Every day for 
the next three weeks a bus will 
leave according to a fixed sched¬ 
ule to visit a different Barrio. 

The Ministry of Culture has 
organized a mixed group to¬ 
gether with young volunteers to 
bring art and literature closer to 
youth and adults during this va¬ 
cation period. 

The artists will provide an 
explanation of what art is, what 
it means that soon Aruba will 
have a first encounter with a 
“Bienale of Art” and would 
work together with children in 
the Barrios, as part of the 
schedule of the Barrio. 

After the painting exercises 
they will distribute books by 
Charuba, UNUCO and the De¬ 
partment of Education. The pri¬ 
mary objective of this action is 
to stimulate reading among 
children as an important pas¬ 
time during their free days from 
school during this vacation. 


this Vacation 





Aiden Geggie is the winner in 
the “Barracudas” category 



Yesterday, The Morning News published this picture with 
the caption saying that Z Schettswi from the U.S. came 
first place in the age bracket, “Barracudas” in the Hi 
Winds competition. But it was an error. This young gen¬ 
tleman’s name is not Z Schettswi but Aiden Geggie. The 
Morning News apologizes for the mistake. 

DESDE 5 HI SEPTEMBER 2011 
1)R. HORACIO E. ODUBEll HOSPITAL 
TIN UN NUMBER HI TELE EON NOBO! 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00-3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 

Aruban Daniella van den Berg... 

Continued from page 2 



At both competitions I was able 
to improve my tempo above the 
400 and 800 Freestyle and I 
achieved the goals I had set for 
myself for those competitions. 

2. What will it be like for 
you to represent Aruba at an 
Olympic Game? 

For me as such a young girl, 
it would be a very great experi¬ 
ence that I am certain I would 
never forget! I believe that any¬ 
one who gets an opportunity to 
represent their country at an 
Olympic Game must be very 
happy and proud to be there. To 
represent your country at such 
a competition as the Olympic 
Games means that you are 
among the best of your country, 
together with all the other best 
athletes of the world. I would 
be very happy and feel honored 
because it would mean that all 
my training sacrifice, leaving 
behind my family, friends and 
all the efforts for so many years 
have paid off! 

3. What can Aruba expect 
from Daniella van den Berg at 
the 2012 London Olympic 
Games? 


Since moving to Florida in 
August 2011, I have dedicated 
more time to training for the 
games. During the year in 
Florida I participated in inten¬ 
sive preparations and experi¬ 
enced a significant improve¬ 
ment in my tempo. I was able to 
notice this especially during the 
recent Carifta 2012 champi¬ 
onships held in the Bahamas. 
There I reduced my tempo in 
the 800 Free with more than 10 
seconds. Together with my 
coaches, in the US and in 
Aruba, they decided to change 
my primary event for the 800 
Free, because that is where I 
think I will have the best re¬ 
sults. With the additional prepa¬ 
rations in the last three months, 
I feel very ready for the chal¬ 
lenge and am confident that I 
will improve my tempo even 
more for which I have already 
set a goal. 

Aruba can expect that I will 
be a dignified representative 
and will carry the Aruban flag 
with much pride. I will give all 
for my island in the world of 
swimming. 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors 
loyal guests 


Recently the Aruba Tourism 
Authority honored a very nice 
couple who are loyal visitors 
of Aruba. Mr. William and 
Mrs. Kim Donaher from 
Chelmsford MA, USA, were 
honored as Distinguished Vis¬ 
itors of Aruba. 

During a small ceremony at 
their home away from home - 
The Aruba Marriott Surf Club, 
Mr. Ernest Giel, representing 
the Aruba Tourism Authority, 
handed the Donahers with a 
certificates as a ‘thank you’ 
gesture for their more than 10 
consecutive years vacationing 
on our island. Also present 
were Ms. Luzdary Leest and 
Mr. Benjamin Kock from the 
Marriott Surf Club. 




Recently the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleas¬ 
ure of honoring a very special 
friend of Aruba at the Divi 
Village as Ambassador of 
Good Will. The honoree is 
Mr. Warren Greenberg from 
Ormond Beach Florida. 

The main reasons why Mr. 
Greenberg keeps coming 
back to Aruba are the friendly 
people, the beautiful beaches, 
the pleasant weather and di¬ 
verse restaurants and the casi¬ 
nos. 

The certificate was pre¬ 
sented to Mr. Greenberg by 
Mr. Ernest Giel representing 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mrs. Hilda 
Mills and Mrs. Ana Arends 
representing the Divi Village 



Also honored for their more than 10 consecutive visit on our island are Mr. Jerry and Mrs. 
Renee Miniach from Saddle Brook NJ. USA.. They were honored as Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. Recently, the Miniachs, together with their son, visited the island and stayed at the 
Aruba Radisson Beach Resort. According to them the love to come on the island for its 
friendly people, beautiful beaches, nice cuisine, in one word “everything” Aruba has to offer 
to its visitors.” Aruba Tourism Authority representative Ernest Giel presented the nice couple 
with a handsome certificate thanking them for their love for our island. Photo shows young 
Miniach proudly showing off the certificate with Mr. Ernest Giel of ATA and Mrs. Germaine, 
Tasha and Michelle representing The Aruba Radisson Beach Resort. 
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Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
wNvw.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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US House votes to repeal health law... 


Continued from page 1 

Republicans say "Obamacare" 
places unfair financial burdens 
on small businesses whose 
costs they say are rising under 
the law — charges the White 
House refutes. 

"The new harsh reality is 
that creating new jobs and 
bringing on new employees 
may be too expensive and too 
burdensome if this law is al¬ 
lowed to stand," House Major¬ 
ity Leader Eric Cantor said. 

Cantor essentially acknow¬ 
ledged the vote was a bid at po¬ 
litical positioning. The 
Republican leadership brought 


the issue to vote "so that we 
may all be on record following 
the Supreme Court decision in 
order to show that the House re- 
jects Obamacare," he said. "We 
are committed to taking this 
flawed law off the books." 

But Democrat John Larson 
took to the floor to vocalize 
what many critics of the repeal 
have already said: Republicans 
have not offered specifics of a 
plan to replace Obamacare. 

"We continue to see no plan 
from the other side," Larson 
said. "We can only surmise this: 
that you would rather see the 


president fail than the American 
people succeed." 

With Romney insisting that 
the law's mandate that all 
Americans obtain health insur¬ 
ance or pay a fine amounts to a 
massive tax hike, the issue has 
morphed into a pivotal cam¬ 
paign battle front. 

Yesterday's repeal vote illus¬ 
trates what Americans "loath 
about politics in Washington," 
White House spokesman Jay 
Camey told reporters. 

"Casting these votes again 
and again and again... does 
nothing to improve the bottom 


line for middle-class families." 

Secretary of Health and 
Human Service Kathleen Sebe- 
lius issued a dire warning about 
the "devastating effects" that 
would hit millions of Ameri¬ 
cans should the Republican re¬ 
peal come into force. 

Ending the law would "take 
us back to the days when insur¬ 
ance companies were not ac¬ 
countable to anyone," she said, 
citing how repeal could see the 
re-imposition of lifetime dollar 
caps on benefits and refusal to 
cover patients due to pre-exist¬ 
ing conditions. 
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SAN NICOLAS - Every 
Thursday evening, islanders 
flock to San Nicolas to enjoy 
the fabulous bargains and en¬ 
tertainment of the Carubbian 
Festival, a mix of Aruban and 
Caribbean traditions kept 
alive by the multi-cultural 
make up of Aruba’s “Sunrise 
City.” 

Originally populated by the 
thousands that came from all 
over the Caribbean to work at 
the refinery, the town has sa¬ 
vored and preserved the food, 
music and dance that many 
brought with them from their 
various regions. The festival, 
from 6:00 to 9:15 p.m., revels 
in the diverse background of 
San Nicolas, offering unique 
dishes and beverages, along 
with a full evening of island 
entertainment. 

A full roster of some of 
Aruba’s finest criollo enter¬ 
tainers follows including fok- 
loric musical groups, dance 
groups solo singers, limbo 
dance by “Miguel Philips” 
and Carnival show by 
“Carna-Aruba,” and this is 
only on the main stage! 

Scattered throughout the 
main street of San Nicolas are 
performance areas surround 
by seating where you can set¬ 
tle in with an island snack or 
dinner, including music by 
steel pan and Brass band.” 

Island visitors can enjoy 
the Carubbian festival as part 
of a complete package avail¬ 
able at all De Palm and 
concierge desks, which in¬ 
clude transportation. You can 
customize you evening by 
purchasing with or without 
food and refreshments. A va¬ 
riety of local handicrafts are 
offered for sale and the event 
guarantees a good time for 
all, with an authentic intro¬ 
duction to the island experi¬ 
ence. 
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Le Petit Cafe 
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2 Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage , 
potatoes * toast and coffee or tea • 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
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Cuba cholera contained, no case in 
capital: blog 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Prosecutor: Italy cruise 
wreck hearing probably 
in September 


ROME (AFP) - A court hear¬ 
ing in the investigation into the 
Costa Concordia cruise ship 
wreck will probably be held in 
September instead of the 
scheduled date of July 21, the 
main prosecutor said yester¬ 
day. 

The hearing "will probably 
be delayed until September," 
Francesco Verusio, the chief 
prosecutor in the city of Gros- 
seto near where the tragedy 
that claimed 32 lives hap¬ 
pened, said in an interview 
with Rai public radio. 

The results of technical 
analysis of the black box and 
other instruments on the ship 
are due to be revealed at the 
hearing and will shed light on 
the details of the accident on 
the night of January 13 off the 
Italian coast. 

"I imagine that soon after 
that, in October or November, 
we will be able to close our in¬ 
vestigation and then we will 
request a trial to start at the be¬ 
ginning of next year," Verusio 
said. 


The Costa Concordia was 
carrying 4,229 people from 
dozens of countries when it hit 
rocks off the island of Giglio 
and then slowly keeled over, 
prompting a chaotic nighttime 
evacuation. 

Nine people are under in¬ 
vestigation including captain 
Francesco Schettino, four 
other crew members and three 
executives from ship owner 
Costa Crociere, Europe’s 
biggest cruise operator. 

Francesco Schettinosaid 
someone on the bridge should 
have spotted the offshore reef. 

Leaked recordings from the 
ship's black box published by 
the Corriere della Sera daily 
yesterday meanwhile showed 
he took over command at 9:39 
pm on that fateful night. 

He also defended his deci¬ 
sion to delay evacuation of the 
ship for 45 minutes, saying it 
would have been "stupid" to 
abandon the vessel earlier as it 
was moving closer to the shore 
making it easier for lifeboats. 


HAVANA (AFP) - A Cuban 
cholera outbreak that has 
claimed three lives has been 
contained and no cases have 
been detected in the capital 
Havana, a pro-government 
blog reported yesterday. 

Last week, the country's 
public health ministry said 
three senior citizens died of the 
disease, 130 years after the last 
known case was recorded on 
the Communist Caribbean is¬ 
land. 

"Health authorities have 
told the Yohandry blog the 
cholera has been contained and 
not a single case exists in Ha¬ 
vana," the site administrator 
said on via Twitter, countering 
reports to the contrary in the 
international media. 

In the absence of official in¬ 
formation, the blog (www. 
yohandry.com) is known for 
indirectly diffusing informa¬ 
tion from Cuban authorities. 


LONDON (AFP) - Britain's 
army will supply extra troops 
to guard the Olympic Games 
over fears that private security 
firm G4S will not be able to 
provide sufficient personnel, 
the government confirmed 
yesterday. 

Responding to media re¬ 
ports that the military had been 
asked to provide up to 3,500 
extra personnel, the country's 
interior ministry acknow¬ 
ledged it had intervened "by 
revising the level of military 
support". 

Defence Secretary Philip 
Hammond would announce 
details of the new plans to par¬ 
liament through a written state¬ 
ment today, the Home Office 
said. 

"We retain the ability to be 
flexible in our response," the 
statement said. 


On July 3, Cuban authori¬ 
ties said the three fatalities 
were elderly people and a 
thousand people were recei¬ 
ving preventative treatment in 
Manzanillo, a town of some 
130,000 inhabitants. 

They have declined to pro¬ 
vide further details. 

Cuba has informed the Pan 
American Health Organization 
of the outbreak. The body, in 
turn, issued an alert urging 
other states in the region to be 
vigilant and implement pre¬ 
cautionary measures to prevent 
the disease from spreading. 

Cuban dissidents, mean¬ 
while, decried the lack of de¬ 
tails about the outbreak. 

"If cholera is dangerous, 
then cholera without the trans¬ 
parency of information is even 
more so," award-winning 
Blogger Yoani Sanchez 
tweeted. 

Health officials last week 


"We have agreed to offer 
help to G4S by revising the 
level of military support. The 
focus of the government and 
everyone involved is on deli¬ 
vering a safe and secure 
Games." 

The government insisted it 
was confident of sticking to the 
£553 million ($877 million, 
662 million euros) budget for 
venue security. 

A security force of more 
than 40,000 people, backed by 
a huge intelligence operation, 
is to guard the Games, which 
start on July 27. 

The Ministry of Defence 
was due to provide 13,500 
troops, but could now be asked 
to supply 16,500. They will 
work alongside police, private 
security guards and unpaid 
volunteers. 

A G4S spokeswoman ad- 


said they believe heavy rains 
and hot temperatures con¬ 
tributed to the outbreak, an in¬ 
testinal ailment which is 
spread through contaminated 
food and water. 

The ailment causes serious 
diarrhea and vomiting, leading 
to dehydration. It is easily 
treatable by rehydration and 
antibiotics, but can be fatal if 
not treated in time. 

The outbreak is a matter of 
particular concern in Cuba, 
which prides itself on having 
one of the region's most ad¬ 
mired public health systems, 
which is seen as one of the suc¬ 
cesses of its half-century old 
communist regime. 

The last patient known to 
fall ill with cholera in Cuba 
was Manuel Jimenez Fuentes, 
who died of the disease in 
1882, when the island was still 
a Spanish colony. 


mitted they had "encountered 
some issues in relation to 
workforce supply and schedul¬ 
ing." 

"We accept that the govern¬ 
ment has decided to overlay 
additional resources and re¬ 
main committed to keep Lon¬ 
don 2012 safe and secure," she 
added, according to the Press 
Association. 

Shadow Olympics minister 
Tessa Jowell said it was "im¬ 
perative that action is taken to 
ensure that the full and neces¬ 
sary quota of security person¬ 
nel are in place". 

But this is clearly a serious 
problem, and we have to un¬ 
derstand how this problem 
arose. 

"We need to know why the 
problem has emerged so late in 
the day and precisely what has 
been agreed to," she added. 



NEW YORK: Community members throw shovels of dirt 
during the ceremonial groundbreaking for the new build¬ 
ing of the Islamic Cultural Center of the Bronx on July 
11, 2012 in the Bronx borough of New York. The former 
cultural center which serves a growing West African 
community burned down in 2009. (AFP PHOTO) 


Army reinforcements drafted over 
Olympic security fears 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Public workers in Argentina 
strike over unpaid bonuses 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - A 
half-million public sector 
workers in Argentina's largest 
province were out on strike 
yesterday over a salary dis¬ 
pute with the local govern¬ 
ment, union leaders here said. 

Local television showed 
hundreds of demonstrators 
blocking access to the 
Buenos Aires for the second 
day in a row. 

"Strike participation is 100 
percent," union leader 
Roberto Baradel claimed at a 
press conference. Baradel's 
union represents public sector 
workers, teachers, and health 
workers. 

The 4 8-hour strike was 
called after the government 
of Buenos Aires province an¬ 
nounced it would pay a semi¬ 
annual bonus in four in¬ 
stallments, instead of the 
usual one. 

The government, pleading 
poverty, has yet to distribute 


the most recent bonus, due in 
June, to some 550,000 gov¬ 
ernment workers. 

Baradel warned that the 
strike may continue and keep 
schools from reopening on 
July 27 — after a scheduled 
vacation — if the bonus had 
not yet been paid. 

The province's financial 
difficulties come amid a slo¬ 
wing economy, which author¬ 
ities attribute to the global 
economic crisis. 

However, some analysts 
question Argentine President 
Cristina Kirchner economic 
strategy, which includes rad¬ 
ical controls on currency ex¬ 
changes and curbs to imports. 

Buenos Aires province has 
a population of about 14 mil¬ 
lion, and accounts for half of 
the country's GDP. The 
province is also home to Ar¬ 
gentina's largest industries 
and the most important agri¬ 
cultural zones. 



People watch the flames shoot up from a freight train 
that derailed and some cars burst into flames, early 
Wednesday morning July 11, 2012 in Columbus Ohio. 
Lt. Terry Bush says the accident happened at about 2 
a.m. Wednesday in a mixed-use part of the city, and peo¬ 
ple living in one-mile radius of the blast have been eva¬ 
cuated 



Mata Amritanandamayi, 
also known as "The Hug¬ 
ging Saint" embraces fol¬ 
lowers on July 10, 2012 in 
New York City. The Hindu 
spiritual leader and guru is 
on a 10-city U.S. tour, 
where she is expected to 
bless thousands of people 
individually at free public 
"darshan" gatherings. Am¬ 
ritanandamayi, 58, from 
India’s southern state of 
Kerala, is considered a liv¬ 
ing saint by her followers, 
who refer to her as 
"Amma" or mother. She 
has been giving the public 
"darshan" gatherings for 
35 years, with the aim of 


bringing good fortune, 
well-being and grace to her 
followers through her em¬ 
brace. Participants are en¬ 


couraged to donate to her 
global charitable organiza¬ 
tions, known collectively 
as "Embracing the World." 


Romney booed by black voters for 
’Obamacare' jab 


HOUSTON (AFP) - Republi¬ 
can White House hopeful Mitt 
Romney made a bold pitch to 
black voters yesterday, but his 
vow to repeal President Barack 
Obama's health reforms drew a 
sustained choms of boos. 

Romney's address to the Na¬ 
tional Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), America's largest 
civil rights group, was billed as a 
brave appeal to a voting demo¬ 
graphic that overwhelmingly fa¬ 
vors his opponent. 

It was certainly a tough 
crowd and some cackled when 
the presumptive Republican 
nominee declared: "If you want 
a president who will make 
things better in the African- 
American community, you are 
looking at him." 

Polite applause for his jobs 
pitch was accompanied by some 
raised eyebrows when he said 
the nation's first black president 
had left the economy "worse for 
African-Americans in almost 
every way." 

But he ran into what was 
perhaps the most negative reac¬ 
tion to anything he has said on 
his year-long White House cam¬ 
paign when his pledge to repeal 
Obama's landmark health care 
reforms was met with loud and 
sustained boos. 


Blacks voted overwhel¬ 
mingly for Obama over Repub¬ 
lican John McCain in 2008, but 
with US unemployment above 
eight percent for 41 straight 
months and a recent spike up to 
14.4 percent jobless among 
blacks, Romney hopes to win 
over disaffected voters. 

The dissent vocalized at the 
annual convention of the 
NAACP, exposed the uphill bat¬ 
tle Romney faces in coming 
months to convince minority 
voters he is the best man for the 
White House. 

In his speech, Romney spoke 
about the need to tamp down 
excessive government spend¬ 
ing. "To do this," he said, "I will 
eliminate expensive non-essen¬ 
tial programs like Obamacare." 
Before Romney could finish his 
sentence, the boos rained down 
loudly, lasting more than 20 sec¬ 


onds. 

Romney recovered, and his 
supporters took to Twitter to 
praise the candidate's determi¬ 
nation to lay out his political 
platform before a deeply pro- 
Obama crowd. 

The former Massachusetts 
governor argued that Obama's 
presidency, while historic, has 
not lifted enough Americans 
from poverty, and is leaving 
many black families behind. 

"If equal opportunity in 
America were an accomplished 
fact, then a chronically bad 
economy would be equally bad 
for everyone," Romney said. 
"Instead, it's worse for African- 
Americans in almost every way. 
The unemployment rate, the du¬ 
ration of unemployment, aver¬ 
age income, and median family 
wealth are all worse for the 
black community." 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 
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Quitting smoking adds even 
more pounds than thought 



PARIS (AFP) - Quitting 
smoking leads to an average 
weight gain of four to five 
kilogrammes (nine to 11 
pounds) in the first year — 
’’significantly” more than 
previously thought, a study 
said Wednesday. 

Most of the pounds are 
piled on in the first three 
months, a team of medical re¬ 
searchers wrote in the online 
journal bmj.com, as another 
group stressed that the health 
benefits of quitting far out¬ 
weighed the risks of putting 
on weight. 

For quitters who did not 


use nicotine replacement 
therapy, the average weight 
gain was 1.1 kilos at one 
month, 2.3 kilos at two, 2.9 
kilos at three, 4.2 kilos at 
six months and 4.7 kilos 
after a year. 

The researchers stressed 
that changes in body 
weight varied greatly, with 
about 16 percent of quitters 
losing weight and 13 percent 
gaining more than 10 kilos in 
the first year. 

In an editorial accompa¬ 
nying the paper, experts from 
Spain and Australia said 
modest weight gain was far 
less life-threatening than 
smoking. 

’’Tobacco is the main 
cause of premature death 
worldwide, being responsible 
for 5.1 million deaths each 
year. Obesity, together with 
overweight, causes 2.8 mil¬ 
lion deaths,” they wrote. 


Developing nations to get $2.6 
bln for family planning 


LONDON (AFP) - Rich na¬ 
tions and the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation said they 
had pledged more than 2.6 
billion dollars towards family 
planning in developing coun¬ 
tries at a summit in London 
Wednesday. 

The aim of the summit 
was to secure new funding 
pledges to give an additional 
120 million women and girls 
access to contraception by 
2020. 

”We exceeded our target,” 
British International Devel¬ 
opment Secretary Andrew 
Mitchell told the summit, 
which drew more than 150 
leaders from donor and de¬ 
veloping countries, interna¬ 
tional agencies and the 
private sector. 

’’Enabling an additional 
120 million women in the 


world’s poorest countries to 
access and use contraception, 
something women in the de¬ 
veloped world take for 
granted, will save millions of 
lives and enable girls and 
women to determine their 
own futures.” 

He added: ”We should 
avoid the pitfalls from the 
past, where controversy com¬ 
promised the message. This 
is about giving women the 
ability to choose for them¬ 
selves.” 

The organisers said the ef¬ 
forts would result in 200,000 
fewer women dying in preg¬ 
nancy and childbirth, more 
than 110 million fewer unin¬ 
tended pregnancies, over 50 
million fewer abortions, and 
nearly three million fewer ba¬ 
bies dying in their first year 
of life. 


Brazil to breed 
GM mosquitoes 
to combat dengue 



BRASILIA (AFP) - Brazil 
said Monday it will breed 
huge numbers of genetically 
modified mosquitoes to help 
stop the spread of dengue 
fever, an illness that has al¬ 
ready struck nearly 500,000 
people this year nationwide. 

Dengue affects between 
50 and 100 million people in 
the tropics and subtropics 
each year, causing fever, 
muscle and joint ache as 
well as potentially fatal 
dengue hemorrhagic fever 
and dengue shock syn¬ 
drome. 

The disease is caused by 
four strains of virus that are 
spread by the mosquito 
Aedes aegypti. There is no 
vaccine, which is why scien¬ 
tists are focusing so in¬ 
tensely on mosquito control. 

The initiative in Brazil 
will produce large quantities 
of genetically modified male 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, 
which will be released into 
nature to mate with females, 
the health ministry said. 

’’Their offspring will not 
reach adulthood, which 
should reduce the popula¬ 
tion,” it said in a statement. 

The new mosquitoes will 
be produced in a factory in¬ 
augurated on Saturday in the 
northeastern Brazilian state 
of Bahia. Four million in¬ 
sects will be churned out per 
week. 

The experiment has al¬ 
ready been attempted in two 
mosquito-infested towns in 
Bahia, each with about 
3,000 inhabitants. 

’’Using this technique, we 
reduced the mosquito popu¬ 
lation by 90 percent in six 
months,” the ministry said. 
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"Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


'Facebook depression' 
fears unfounded: US study 



depression and the amount of 
time spent on Facebook or 
other social media sites are 
probably unfounded, a US 
study said this week. 

The University of Wiscon¬ 
sin School study found no 
basis to support the theory 
outlined in a study last year 
by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics that suggested ex¬ 
posure to Facebook could 
lead to depression among 
adolescents. 

”Our study is the first to 
present scientific evidence on 
the suggested link between 
social-media use and risk of 
depression,” said Lauren Je- 
lenchick, a researcher at the 
UW School of Medicine and 
Public Health. 

’’The findings have impor¬ 
tant implications for clini¬ 
cians who may prematurely 
alarm parents about social- 


Summer Vacation Ideas for your Kids 



Explore outside. Being outside in nature is important for all children. Fresh air, exercise, and obser¬ 
vation of the natural world are synonymous with childhood. See what your kids can discover about 
the area around your house, and about themselves. 

Watch movies. Movies that your kids missed in the theater but are out on DVD still make for an 
exciting way to spend a lazy afternoon when it’s too hot to play outside. Popcorn and lemonade 
make good accompaniments. 

Gardening. One of the most entertaining summer activities can be gardening. There are various 
tools and guide books which help children take up gardening. Select a small space for your child’s 
gardening and give him his desired seeds or seedlings. Every child delights the moment when he sees 
his planted seeds sprouting. Also buy the desired coloured pail and gardening materials for your child and 
teach him how to maintain his garden. 

Play board games. Of course, this activity is good for any time of year. But if you have more than one child, or a child with 
nearby friends, encouraging them to play board games together always bears fruit. Kids often come up with their own set of 
house rules for old favorites, and often have more patience with each other for repeated rounds of the same game, over and 
over. And any time that parents have to join in, all the better. 

Watch the Summer Olympics. This year the summer Olympics will be held in London, England from July 27 to August 12. 
No matter their leanings, there is likely a sport or two that will interest your kids. In addition to watching and learning, kids 
can mark the winners on a world map, or keep track of the medal count. 


Jelenchick and professor 
Megan Moreno surveyed 190 
students at the university be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 23. 
The survey participants were 
on Facebook for over half of 
the total time online. 

They found no significant 
links between social media 
use and the probability of de¬ 
pression. 

The results were pub¬ 
lished Monday in the Journal 
of Adolescent Health. 

”Our findings are similar 
to those from studies of other 
communication applications, 
such as e-mail and chat, 
which also found no associa¬ 
tion with depression,” the re¬ 
searchers wrote. 

Still, they noted that ”a 
single study cannot prove or 
disprove an association” and 
cautioned that the latest study 
”is limited by the sample’s 
ethnic homogeneity, our 
focus on older adolescents in 
a single university setting, 
and a small sample size.” 

Moreno, a pediatrician 
who studies social media use 
among children and adoles¬ 
cents, said parents don’t have 
to be overly concerned if 
their child’s behavior and 
mood have not changed, and 
if they have friends and their 
school work is consistent. 

’’While the amount of 
time on Facebook is not as¬ 
sociated with depression, we 
encourage parents to be ac¬ 
tive role models and teachers 
on safe and balanced media 
use for their children,” said 
Moreno. 
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SCI-TECH 


Caribbean parasite named after Bob Marley 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A small crustacean parasite which feeds 
on fish in the Caribbean has been named after Bob Marley, in 
what the biologist who discovered it calls a tribute to the late 
reggae icon. The tiny shellfish, a blood feeder that inhabits the 
coral reefs of the shallow eastern Caribbean, has been called 
Gnathia marleyi after the Jamaican music legend. 

"I named this species, which is truly a natural wonder, after 
Marley because of my respect and admiration for Marley's 
music," said Dr. Paul Sikkel, a field marine biologist at 
Arkansas State University. 

"Plus, this species is as uniquely Caribbean as was Marley," 
he added, quoted on the website of the National Science Foun¬ 
dation, as well as that of the university. 

The creature, from the family of gnathiid isopods, is the first 
new species to be found in the Caribbean in more than two 
decades, the National Science Foundation added. 


Planes landing at Sao Paulo 
airport face obstacles 


SAO PAULO (AFP) - Pilots 
face dozens of obstacles, in¬ 
cluding trees and commercial 
and residential buildings, 
when landing their aircraft at 
Sao Paulo's Congonhas air¬ 
port, the daily Folha de Sao 
Paulo reported Wednesday. 

Citing documents ob¬ 
tained from Brazilian avia¬ 
tion authorities under the 
Access to Information Law 
in force since May, the paper 
said there were some 45 dif¬ 
ferent obstacles, including 
buildings blocking the flight 
path of incoming planes. 

The hurdles on the way to 
Congonhas, which lies within 
the city, include two hospitals 
and a shopping mall, the 
newspaper added. 

Folha said all the obstacles 
were within a so-called "ap¬ 
proach cone" through which 
planes must pass and gradu¬ 
ally reduce their altitude to 


land at Congonhas, one of the 
three commercial airports 
serving Sao Paulo. 

Carlos Camacho, head of 
air safety at the National 
Union of airline pilots, said 
the obstacles did not mean a 
collision risk for incoming 
planes but that they reduced 
the safety margin. 

Aviation authorities said 
obstacles at Congonhas 
would be "tolerated" until 
they are modified to meet 
regulations. 

Sao Paulo's Guarulhos air¬ 
port, Brazil's largest, mean¬ 
while has 28 obstacles in its 
approach cone, including two 
Assembly of God evangelical 
churches, commercial build¬ 
ings and a supermarket, 
Folha said. 

It said this was because 
Guarulhos lies in a less 
densely populated suburban 
area. 



Branson's spaceship steals the spotlight at airshow 



British billionaire Richard Branson poses in front of a model of the Virgin Galactic 


Farnborough, United King¬ 
dom (AFP) - British tycoon 
Richard Branson stole the 
show here Wednesday, an¬ 
nouncing that he and his fam¬ 
ily would be on Virgin 
Galactic's first trip into space, 
as Airbus and Boeing eked 
out more plane orders. 


Branson was showcasing 
a full size mock-up of his 
SpaceShipTwo (SS2) aircraft 
at the biennial Farnborough 
airshow near London — a key 
event in the aviation sector 
calendar that typically sees 
planemakers Airbus and Boe¬ 
ing battle for orders. 


"Obviously this is the most 
exciting adventure I have ever 
undertaken," Branson, 
founder of the Virgin Galactic 
space programme, told AFP. 

"It's both an entrepreneur¬ 
ial and personal adventure in 
being able to build a space¬ 
ship and ask my (two adult) 


children to come along." 

In all, 529 people have 
signed up for the 60-mile 
(96-kilometre), two-hour ride 
into space, at a cost of 
£128,000 ($200,000, 162,000 
euros) each. Around 120 of 
them were at the Branson 
event in Farnborough. 

Actor Ashton Kutcher and 
scientist Stephen Hawking 
are among the aspiring astro¬ 
nauts who have signed up to 
the programme that gets 
under way in late 2013 to 
early 2014, according to the 
Virgin empire head. 

Irish businessman and author 
Bill Cullen, 70, was the first to 
sign up for a trip, in 2004. 

The WhiteKnightTwo 
(WK2) aircraft that will help 
launch SS2 into space will 
also be used for a new launch 
vehicle, LauncherOne, which 
will take small satellites into 
space for around one tenth of 
the present cost, Branson said. 

He addressed media on 


the third day of the week- 
long Farnborough show 
which has featured contract 
announcements for civilian 
and military planes alongside 
fly-pasts. 

Amid a weak global econ¬ 
omy and government cut¬ 
backs, the 2012 event has 
been more subdued com¬ 
pared with recent years. 

European planemaker Air¬ 
bus came out on top for a sec¬ 
ond day running at 
F amborough, announcing 
firm orders for its aircraft ver¬ 
sus a sizeable number of com¬ 
mitments for Boeing products. 

US giant Boeing had up¬ 
staged its arch-rival on Mon¬ 
day — the show's first day. 

France-based Airbus on 
Wednesday announced deals 
for its planes worth up to $5.4 
billion (4.4 billion euros) — 
including a firm order from 
US leasing company CIT for 
10 of its long-haul A3 30 
planes worth $2.3 billion. 
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CALVIN and HOBBES 
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HMt a good summer / 
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CHILDHOOD VS FOR 
5POIUNG ADULTHOOD. 


CROSSWORD 




CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1. Mooing baby 

5._and 

downs 

8. Purple flower 

12. Twosome 

13. Tippler 

14. Lost Disney 
fish 

15. Demolish 

16. Casual 
greeting 

17. Comedian 
Laurel 

18. Opposite of 
NNW 

20. Cantering 
leisurely 

22. Cliched 

sailor's tattoo 

25. Grand in 
scale 

26. Brighton 


FREE Coverage on our website: 


www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


bathroom 
2 T. Congeal 

29. Take care of 
the check 
32. Touch ground 
34. Cracker 
spread 

36. Begrudge 
3 T. Radiance 
39. Misjudge 
41. Robber 
pursuer 

_-free 

Playwright 
O’Neill 
Culprit's 
incentive 
Cable news 
sta. 

MP3 player 


42. 

44. 

46. 

48. 

49. 


from Apple 

50 Charlotte of 
The Facts of 
Life” 

52. Butter 

alternative 

56. Zoo 

enclosure 

57 Slight taste 

58. Gentle 

59. Alack’s 
partner 

60. Rescue 
worker 
(abbr.) 

61. Entertainer 
Adams 

DOWN 

1. Lifesaving 



skill (abbr.) 

2. Drivers’ org. 

3. Columnist 
Smith 

4. New 

5. Led to a seat 

6. Edgar Allan 

7. Fashion 
magazine’s 
concern 

8. Stimulate 

9. Reserve 

10. 44 _ Old 

Cowhand” (2 
wds.) 

11. Melody 

19. “Help!” 

21. Make a 
selection 

22. Know-it-_ 

23. Actor Beery 

24. Covered 
wagon 

28. Even score 

30. Bard’s river 

31. Sort 

33. Determines 

35. Rule of 
conduct 

38. Turkey mo. 

40. Sprint 

43. Short 

45. Fairy-tale 
dwarf 

46. Material for 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS* 

JULY 07 - JULY 14 


O’stad Botica Sta. Cruz.’ - S.N : 1 San Lucas N.V.’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A! Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Spain PM announces 65 bn euro 
austerity package 


MADRID (AFP) - Spain's 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy 
announced yesterday a 65-bil- 
lion-euro ($80 billion) auste¬ 
rity package to avert financial 
collapse as protesters against 
mining cuts clashed with po¬ 
lice. 

Rajoy, interrupted by howls 
from opposition members as 
he outlined the steps, per¬ 
formed a U-turn by raising 
value added sales tax after ha¬ 
ving promised he would not do 
so, and took an axe to state ex¬ 
penditure. 

"These are not pleasant 
measures but they are neces¬ 
sary," said the premier, as out¬ 
side the building protesters 
against mining subsidy reduc¬ 
tions threw rocks at police, 
who responded with batons 
and rubber bullets. 

Rajoy reminded parliament 
that Spain is going through one 
of its worst recessions in his¬ 
tory, with unemployment at 
24.4 percent and economic ac¬ 
tivity set to decline by nearly 
two percent this year. 

He said new spending cuts 
and other measures, including 
notably a rise in value-added 
tax, would bring in 65 billion 
euros by the end of 2014 to 
help trim the annual deficit. 

The European Union had 
demanded a VAT rise along 
with a series of other tough 
measures as it gave Spain an 
extra year to bring its bulging 
public deficit back to agreed 
limits. 

The interest rate that in¬ 
vestors demand to hold Spain's 
10-year debt fell sharply after 
the measures were announced 
but remained at the still crip¬ 
pling level of 6.504 percent, 
down from 6.773 percent on 
Tuesday. 


Key measures announced 
by the bearded 57-year-old 
leader of the conservative Pop¬ 
ular Party were: 

— VAT goes up to 21 per¬ 
cent from 18 percent, and the 
reduced rate on some products 
such as food goes up to 10 per¬ 
cent from eight percent. A spe¬ 
cial four-percent rate on basic 
needs such as bread is un¬ 
touched. 

— Public administration is 
to be reformed to save 3.5 bil¬ 
lion euros, including a drastic 
cut in the number of publicly 
owned enterprises and a 30- 
percent cut in the number of 
local councillors. 

— For the newly unem¬ 


ployed, benefits will be cut 
after six months from 70 per¬ 
cent of basic salary to 50 per¬ 
cent. Previously, the benefit 
had been reduced after six 
months to 60 percent of salary. 


— Certain bonuses paid to 
top civil servants will be cut, 
and the Christmas bonuses for 
top public officials will be 
eliminated. 

— Environmental taxes will 
be reformed to comply with 
the "polluter pays" principle. 
Tobacco taxes, too, are to be 
targetted. 

— Tax relief on mortgage 
payments for new home buy¬ 
ers will be eliminated as of 
2013. 

In Brussels, eurozone min¬ 
isters agreed the previous day 
to provide a first slice of 30 
billion euros for Spain's banks 
this month, with 100 billion 
euros potentially available in 


all. 

The 17-nation single cur¬ 
rency bloc agreed, also, to ex¬ 
tend a deadline for Spain to cut 
its public deficit to the Euro¬ 
pean Union's limit of 3.0 per¬ 
cent of gross domestic product 
by one year to 2014. 

As Spain struggles with re¬ 
cession, the bloc agreed to 
relax the deficit target to 6.3 
percent of GDP from 5.3 per¬ 
cent in 2012; to 4.5 percent 
from 3.0 percent in 2013 and 
to then impose a 2.8-percent 
goal for 2014. 

In return, Madrid had to 
enact further austerity. It had 
already approved in March a 
budget for 2012 that squeezed 
out 27 billion euros in spend¬ 
ing cuts and tax increases. 

"Compared to previous 
packages, the measures this 
time seem relatively straight¬ 
forward to implement and will 
be hard to evade for tax pay¬ 
ers," said Christian Schulz, 
senior economist at Berenberg 
Bank. 



Protesters clash with riot policemen during a coal min¬ 
ers 1 demonstration in Madrid', on July 11, 2012 in protest 
at industry subsidy cuts that they say threaten their 
communities. (AFP PHOTO) 



Indian farmers Hansaben(L), Geetaben (R) and Jesingb- 
hai (C) plough a field in preparation for sowing cotton 
seeds in Nani Kisol village, around 70 km from Ahmed - 
abad on July 11, 2012. Agriculture contributes about 15 
percent to India's GDP but only 40 percent of farms are 
irrigated. The livelihood of hundreds of millions in the 
country of 1.2 billion people is dependent on the farming 
sector. (AFP PHOTO) 



China overtakes Japan 
in fortune 500 rankings 


— Chinese firms have over¬ 
taken their Japanese peers on 
the Fortune Global 500 list of 
the world's largest companies 
for the first time, and will con¬ 
tinue to gain market share at 
the expense of the more devel¬ 
oped competitors, the U.S. 
business magazine said re¬ 
cently. 

China had 73 firms on the 
list, which ranks the world's 
biggest companies by revenue, 
compared to 61 last year. Japan 
stayed steady, with 68 firms. 
The biggest Chinese firms on 
the list are state-owned energy 
and utilities companies 
Sinopec Group, China Na¬ 
tional Petroleum and State 
Grid, which grabbed the 
fourth, fifth and sixth spots on 
the list. 

"High oil prices contributed 
to Chinese companies gaining 
on the list but we have also got 
a number of private companies 
on the list as well, including 
Huawei, the big manufacturer 
of telecommunications equip¬ 
ment, and that's gaining at the 
expense of some of the West¬ 
ern companies they compete 
against," said Stephanie 
Mehta, Executive Editor of 


Fortune. 

The rise of the Chinese en¬ 
terprise will continue, Mehta 
said, signaling that a shift in 
the global economy is under¬ 
way. The U.S. for example, 
which has dominated the list 
for the past decade, lost more 
companies during that period 
than any other country. 

Although the U.S. still 
hosts the lion's share of Global 
500 corporations, there are 132 
U.S.-based businesses on this 
year's list, compared with 133 
last year, and 197 a decade 
ago. The number of European 
firms fell to 161 from 172 in 
2011. 
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Climax of 'Hunger Games' trilogy 
to be split in two 



T.\\ MaIiaI 

TAStC of lnt»iA 

'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 


Roger Moore croons 007 
birthday song 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - The 
final installment of smash hit 
movie franchise ’’The Hunger 
Games,” based on a trilogy 
by author Suzanne Collins, is 
to be split into two films, the 
film's makers have an¬ 
nounced. 

The decision to release the 
movies in November 2014 
and 2015 — targeting the lu¬ 
crative Thanksgiving holiday 


in the United States — fol¬ 
lows a similar move by pro¬ 
ducers of the "Harry Potter” 
films. 

"The Hunger Games,” 
about children forced to fight 
for their lives in a Roman cir¬ 
cus-style televised blood 
sport in a post-apocalyptic 
world, broke US box office 
records when it was released 
in March. 


"Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire,” the second installment, 
is due out on November 22, 
2013, according to Lionsgate, 
a studio based in Santa Mon¬ 
ica, California. 

And in an online update 
this week, the production 
company said "The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay, Part 1” 
will be released on Novem¬ 
ber 21,2014, followed a year 
later by "The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay, Part 2" on No¬ 
vember 20, 2015. 

The last book in JK Rowl¬ 
ing's record-breaking boy 
wizard story, "Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows," 
was made into two movies 
released in 2010 and 2011. 

Some critics were disap¬ 
pointed with "Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows: 
Part I," saying it lacked ac¬ 
tion, while the last film, the 
climax of the seven-book, 
eight movie blockbuster, was 
widely praised. 

The first "Hunger Games" 
movie made $152 million in 
its debut weekend in March, 
the biggest ever opening 
weekend for a non-sequel 
film, according to box office 
tracker Exhibitor Relations. 

It has since been beaten by 
comic superhero flick "The 
Avengers," which made an 
estimated $200 million on its 
opening weekend in May. 



PARIS (AFP) - One-time 007 
Roger Moore has teamed up 
with a former Bond Girl to 
record a song marking 50 
years of the spy's on-screen 
adventures, a James Bond fan 
club said on Wednesday. 

The 84-year-old British 
actor took over Bond film du¬ 
ties from Sean Connery in 
1973, making his debut in 
"Live and Let Die” before 
completing the sequence 
with "A View to a Kill" 12 
years later. 


He teamed up with Irka 
Bochenko, his co-star in the 
1979 film "Moonraker", for the 
anniversary duet titled "Happy 
Birthday Mr. Bond!", the spy's 
French fan club told AFP. 

Extracts will be posted on¬ 
line at www.jamesbond007.net 
ahead of the record's release in 
September. 

Hundreds of items — from 
tuxedos to bikinis and vodka 
martinis — went on show at 
London's Barbican Centre 
last week to mark 50 years 
since Bond made the jump 
from Ian Fleming's novels to 
the silver screen with the 
1962 "Dr No". 

The next Bond movie, 
"Skyfall", directed by Sam 
Mendes with Daniel Craig as 
the glamorous spy, will hit 
world screens from October. 



Are Sofia Vergara and Nick Loeb 
Engaged? 



It would appear that Sofia Vergara's beau Nick Loeb 
popped the question, since the Modern Family acrtress 
has been spotted multiple times over the past week with 
a sizeable diamond ring on her left hand. Plus, she's cel¬ 
ebrating her 40th birthday in Mexico with 90 friends. De¬ 
spite the pictures and confirmation from unnamed 
sources, the actress' rep claims there are no wedding 
bells in the works. Yet. The Modern Family star and Loeb, 
a businessman and aspiring politician, have been dating 
since 2010 after meeting at a Golden Globes party. Their 
relationship got serious fast when she helped nurse him 
back to health after a horrible car accident in August that 
year. The two broke up in May, but reunited weeks later. 
This will be the second marriage for Vergara, who wed 
Joe Gonzalez as a teen. She had a son, Manolo, at 20, be¬ 
fore they divorced in 1993. 


'Fifty Shades' trilogy breaks 20 million 
sales mark in US 



(AFP)—Print and ebook sales 
of the "Fifty Shades" trilogy 
in the United States have bro¬ 
ken the 20 million mark, its 
publisher said Wednesday, as 
Hollywood's take on the 
erotic tale inches closer. 

That makes Americans by 
far the biggest enthusiasts of 
British author E.L. James' 
steamy best-sellers about a 
21-year-old English literature 
student and her sadistic bil¬ 
lionaire lover. 

"As of Monday we have 
sold more than 20 million 
copies in all formats" in the 


United States since its publi¬ 
cation four months ago, Rus¬ 
sell Perreault, director of 
publicity at Vintage Books, 
told AFP in an email. 

Worldwide, the "Fifty 
Shades" books — starting 
with "Fifty Shades of Grey" - 
- have sold a total of 31 mil¬ 
lion copies in all 
English-language markets, 
the Wall Street Journal re¬ 
ported earlier this week. 

On Monday, Universal 
Pictures and Focus Features, 
who snapped up the film 
rights in March for $5 mil¬ 


lion, said Michael De Luca 
and Dana Brunetti — collab¬ 
orators on "The Social Net¬ 
work" — will produce the 
film adaptation. 

"At its core, 'Fifty Shades 
of Grey' is a complex love 
story, requiring a delicate and 
sophisticated hand to bring it 
to the big screen," said Uni¬ 
versal's co-chair, Donna Lan¬ 
gley, in a statement. 

"Mike and Dana's credits 
more than exemplify what 
we need in creative partners, 
and we're glad to have them 
as part of our team." 
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Come stay with us... 
at Del Rey Apartments 



Del Rey Apartments is a well 
situated, quiet and small 
apartment complex consisting 
of 12 luxury apartments. It’s a 
pleasure to enjoy the comfort 
of this genuine paradise on 
Aruba. The complex is conve¬ 
niently located close to 
beaches, surf area and an 18- 
hole golf course. 

Del Rey includes a large 
fresh water swimming pool, 
where you can relax in the 
Jacuzzi, while the children 
play in the kids pool. Rest on 
the beach chairs on a spacious 
pool deck with parasols. Your 
car will be safe in the mean¬ 
time on the secured parking 
lot. 

Your apartment is air-con¬ 
ditioned and fully equipped. 
Del Rey’s excellent maid-ser¬ 
vice brings you back into your 
regularly cleaned room after a 
day at the pool, and you'll also 
find clean towels in your room 
daily. 

In leisure time, you're free 


to watch cable TV, surf the in¬ 
ternet using the broadband 
connection or watch a DVD. 

The single bedroom apart¬ 
ment offers a comfortable 
bedroom, a bathroom, a kitch¬ 
enette in the dining/living 
area, ideal for one or two per¬ 
sons. Note: the room has a so- 
fabed, so up to 4 persons can 
stay in the apartment. 

The double bedroom apart¬ 
ment will give you two bed¬ 
rooms, one with a queen size 
bed, and one with two single 
beds. There is a bathroom, a 
kitchenette, dining area/living 
room, and also a spatious 
patio or balcony to relax out¬ 
side. Note: the room has a so- 
fabed, so up to 6 persons can 
stay in the apartment. 

Del Rey Apartments is lo¬ 
cated at Kamay 13-D. 

For reservations please call 
at tel. (297) 586-3309, Fax: 
(297) 586-8331 or check it out 
at www.delreyaruba.com 


’Love hotel’ for dogs to open 
in Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
Home to a 32-million-strong 
canine population, the world's 
second largest after the United 
States, Brazil is to open a "love 
hotel" for pets in the southeast¬ 
ern city of Belo Horizonte. 

The economic daily Valor 
reported that Fabiano Lourdes 
and his sister Daniela planned 
this week to inaugurate "Ani- 
malle Mundo Pet," an eight- 
story building with an entire 
floor devoted to dog tryst. 

Dog owners will have to 
pay $50 a day for a room, 
which comes complete with a 
heart-shaped mirror on the 
ceiling, red cushions on the 
floor and dimmed lighting. 

The idea is inspired by the 
thousands of love motels 
which allow Brazilian couples 
to rent rooms by the hour for 
amorous purposes. 

"For many people, the dog 


is a child who must be well 
treated," 26-year-old Fabiano 
Lourdes explained. 

"Our market studies 
showed that people work all 
day long and they do not know 
where to drop their pets for 
mating," he added, expressing 
hope that similar hotels will 
sprout up in other Brazilian 
cities. 

The brother and sister told 
Valor they have invested $1 
million dollar in the venture, 
which has 60 employees, in¬ 
cluding veterinarians and biol¬ 
ogists and will sell luxury 
accessories such as $1,000 
Swarovski crystal dog collars. 

They hope to generate sales 
of more than $300,000 a 
month. 

Their pet love hotel will 
have a fitness center and space 
for dogs to celebrate their 
birthdays. 



Native Americans descended 
from three Asian groups: study 



PARIS (AFP) - Native Amer¬ 
icans spread out today from 
Canada to the tip of Chile de¬ 
scended not from one but at 
least three migrant waves 
from Siberia between 5,000 
and 15,000 years ago, a study 
said Wednesday. 

The finding is controver¬ 
sial among geneticists, ar¬ 
chaeologists and linguists — 
many of whom have main¬ 
tained that a single Asian an¬ 
cestral group populated the 
Americas. 

But the new study, claim¬ 
ing to be the most compre¬ 
hensive analysis yet of 
Native American genetics, 
claims to have found incon¬ 
trovertible proof that there 
were three immigration 
waves - a theory first put for¬ 


ward in 1986. 

Most Native Americans, 
said the study, descend 
from a single group known 
as the "First American" 
which crossed from Asia 
via the Beringia land 
bridge towards the end of 
the last ice age some 
15,000 years ago. 

Their modern-day de¬ 
scendants include the Al¬ 
gonquin of Quebec, the 
Yaghan of Tierra del Fuego 
and the Kaqchikel Maya of 
Guatemala. 

But two later migrations 
of people closely related to 
the Han ethnic Chinese 
were responsible for creat¬ 
ing more groups, according 
to a paper published in the 
journal Nature. 

"Speakers of Eskimo- 
Aleut languages from the 
Arctic inherit almost half 
their ancestry from a second 
stream of Asian gene flow, 
and the Na-Dene-speaking 
Chipewyan from Canada in¬ 
herit roughly one-tenth of 
their ancestry from a third 
stream," it said. 

This indicated interbreed¬ 
ing between later immigrants 
and the First Americans they 
encountered. 

The second and third 
waves of migrants may have 
come to America in boats 
after the Beringia land bridge 
disappeared under water at 
the end of the last ice age, 


human geneticist Andres 
Ruiz-Linares of University 
College London's department 
of genetics, evolution and en¬ 
vironment told AFP. 

The researchers found the 
most genetic diversity in 
North America and the most 
heterogeneous groups in the 
south — to where they moved 
probably as competition for 
resources increased in the 
north as more people arrived. 

"One of the main results is 
that natives from the northern 
parts of the continent would 
have a more recent Siberian 
ancestry than other people 
from the continent," as they 
mixed with the newcomers, 
said Ruiz-Linares. 

"Native Americans from 
the lower parts of North 
America all the way down to 
Tierra el Fuego originate 
from the really first settlers of 
the continent." 

For the study, the team had 
to compensate for the impact 
of interbreeding with Euro¬ 
pean and African immigrants 
since Christopher Columbus 
discovered America in 1492. 

Ruiz-Linares said the find¬ 
ings were significant for our 
understanding of history and 
how the continent was settled. 

The study gives genetic 
backing to the 1986 theory 
put forward by linguist 
Joseph Greenberg that the 
Americas must have been 
populated in three waves, 
based on language differ¬ 
ences. 
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Summer 
Olympics: July 
27 - August 12 

Qataris make historic choice 
for opening ceremony 



DOHA (AFP) - Qatari female 
shooter Bahiya al-Hamad 
will carry the country's flag at 
the opening ceremony of the 
Olympic Games in London 
on July 27, the Qatari 
Olympic Committee an¬ 
nounced on Wednesday on 
Twitter. 

The 19-year-old - who is 
one of four female athletes to 
be selected for the Games in 
what is a first for the Gulf 
state - said she was overjoyed 
at having the honour con¬ 
ferred on her. 

"I am shaking with joy to 
be carrying the national flag 
of my country, Qatar, at the 
opening ceremony,” said al- 
Hamad, who will compete in 
the 10 metres pistol event. 

"It is an historic moment 
for sport,” added al-Hammad, 
who won three titles at the 


2011 Arab Games and a sil¬ 
ver medal at the Arab Cham¬ 
pionships in March. 

Al-Hammad will be joined 
at the Games by female com¬ 
patriots: swimmer Nada Mo¬ 
hammed Wafa Arakji, 
sprinter Noor Al-Malki, and 
table tennis player Aya Majdi. 

The groundbreaking deci¬ 
sion to field female athletes 
for the first time in their his¬ 
tory at the Games came after 
a series of talks with the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Commit¬ 
tee (IOC). 

Despite this move earlier 
this year Qatari capital Doha 
still failed to make the short 
list for the race to host the 
2020 Summer Games - the 
second successive time they 
failed to make it out of the 
long list. 


China unveils smaller London 
team 


Beijing (AFP) - China has 
announced a far smaller team 
for the London Olympics 
than the one that topped the 
gold medal table at home 
four years ago, but expecta¬ 
tions are high of another 
dominant performance. 

Just 396 Chinese athletes 
will go to London, down 
from a record-breaking 639 
in Beijing and fewer even 
than the 407 who competed 
at the Athens Games in 2004. 

But sports officials empha¬ 
sised that the London-bound 
team, unveiled at a ceremony 
in Beijing on Tuesday, was 
still China’s third-biggest for 
an Olympics and urged the 
athletes to bring their country 
glory. 

"The Chinese athletes 
must get fully prepared and 
ready to face the challenges. 
We have to fight for each 
gold,” Sports Minister Liu 
Peng said at the announce¬ 
ment ceremony. 

In Beijing, China as the 
host country could be repre¬ 
sented in every sport, how¬ 
ever it failed to qualify in a 
number of events for London. 



These included the men's 
volleyball and soccer tourna¬ 
ments, which would have 
added dozens of athletes to 
the delegation. 

Nevertheless, pressure is 
building on the Chinese team 
to cement the country's status 
as an Olympic powerhouse. 

"In the gold-medal rank¬ 
ings, China will for sure end 
in the top two,” said Wei 
Jizhong, former secretary- 
general of the Chinese 
Olympic Committee, accord¬ 
ing to the China Daily news¬ 
paper. 

China has long dominated 
in sports with a lower profile 
in Western countries, such as 
table tennis, badminton, div¬ 
ing, shooting, gymnastics and 
weightlifting. 

Thirty-eight of China's 
table-topping 51 gold medals 
in Beijing came in these 
sports. 

But in London, China is 
also looking for success in 
what are considered more 
prestigious Olympic sports, 
including swimming and 
track and field. 

Among those with huge 
expectations on them in this 
regard is Sun Yang, who is 
tipped to become China's first 
male Olympic swimming 
champion. 

Sun, who smashed Grant 
Hackett's decade-old 1,500m 
world record last year, ranks 
number one in the 400m, 
800m and 1,500m. 



Ministerio di Turismo 
Transporte y Labor 


Low Season Growth 
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Pabien Aruba 


Ministerio di Turismo Transporte y Labor ta felicita pueblo di 
Aruba y en especial ATA y APA cu e logro grandi di conta pa e 
off season di turismo crucero di 2013 cu un cantidad di riba 
125 mil pasahero crucero. 

Un desaroyo grandi den nos industria turistico cu ta bay tin 
efectonan hopi positivo den nos economia. 

Un pabien grandi na cada un di esnan cu a haci e logro aki 
posibel. 


Otmar E. Oduber 

Minister di Turismo, Transporte y Labor 


Olympic teammate bemoans Phelps work ethic 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Tyler Clary has called out US 
Olympic swim teammate 
Michael Phelps for a poor 
work ethic, saying the 14- 
time Olympic champion 
could have done more had he 
worked hard. 

Clary made his comments 
to the Press-Enterprise news¬ 
paper in his hometown of 
Riverside, California, about 
observations he made of 
Phelps for a year at the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan four 
years ago. 

"I saw a real lack of prepa¬ 
ration (from) him,” Clary 
said. "Basically he was a 
swimmer that didn't want to 
be there. They can talk about 
all of these goals and plans 
and preparation they have. I 
saw it. I know. It's different. 
And I saw somebody that has 
basically been asking to get 
beat for the longest time.” 

Clary might have seen 
Phelps at the toughest time, 
however, just after his record 
eight-gold haul from the Bei¬ 


jing Olympics when he 
gained weight and was not 
motivated. 

"The fact that I know I 
work harder than he does 
makes me appreciate every 
little goal and every little gain 
that I make,” Clary said. 

"And the day that it hap¬ 
pens, when I finally beat him, 
is going to be a huge deal in 
my mind, because it would be 


complete satisfaction. And 
the only thing that would be 
better than that is breaking 
the world record.” 

Clary lost out on an 
Olympic spot in the 400-me- 
tres individual medley to 
Phelps and Ryan Lochte but 
was second to Phelps in the 
200 butterfly and second 
again in the 200 backstroke 
to qualify for London in both 
of those events. 
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e National League celebrates their victory 


KANSAS CITY, Mis¬ 
souri (AFP) - Melky 
Cabrera blasted a two- 
run home run and Pablo 
Sandoval sma-cked a 
three-run triple to power 
the National League past 
the American League 8-0 
Tuesday in the 83rd 
Major League Baseball 
All-Star Game. National 
League batters tagged 
American League start¬ 
ing pitcher Justin Verlan- 
der for five runs and Cabrera (photo below), named the game's Most Valuable 
Player, added a two-run homer in the fourth inning to secure the triumph. It was 
the third victory in a row for the National League over the American League, 
which had a 13-game All-Star win streak snapped in 2010, and gave the eventual 
NL champion a home-field edge in October's World Series final. 
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US AD A gives Armstrong 30- 
day extension 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Col¬ 
orado (AFP) - The US Anti- 
Doping Agency (USADA) has 
given Lance Armstrong a 30- 
day extension to contest the 
doping conspiracy charges 
against him while he pursues a 
lawsuit against USADA. 

Armstrong has filed a law¬ 
suit in US District Court in 
his hometown of Austin, 
Texas, asking a federal judge 
to issue an inunction against 
USADA from pushing for¬ 
ward with its charges or im¬ 
posing any sanction upon the 
US cyclist. 

The seven-time Tour de 
France champion could be 
stripped of his titles and 
given a lifetime ban from the 
sport if found guilty of being 
part of a doping conspiracy 
from 1999 through 2005, the 
years he won the Tour de 
France. 

Armstrong has accused 
Tygart of having a vendetta 
against him and argues in the 
lawsuit that only the Interna¬ 
tional Cycling Union, not 
USADA, has the jurisdiction 
to bring such charges against 
Armstrong. 


Sports briefs... 


Voeckler wins stage as 
Wiggins defends yellow 

BELLEGARDE-SUR- 
VALSERINE (AFP) - 
Britain's Bradley Wiggins re¬ 
tained the yellow jersey on 
the first day of the Tour de 
France in the Alps Wednes¬ 
day as France's Thomas 
Voeckler won the 10th stage. 

Voeckler, of the Europcar 
team, capped an impressive 
game of cat and mouse with 
several rivals in the closing 
kilometres to claim his first 
victory of this year's race and 
third of his career. 

Italian Michele Scarponi 
(Lampre) finished second at 
3 sec with German veteran 
Jens Voigt (RadioShack) 
third at 7. 

Wiggins retained his lmin 
5 3 sec overnight lead on 
BMC leader Cadel Evans, 


with Sky teammate Chris 
Froome still third overall at 
2:07 and Italian Vincenzo Ni- 

bali (Liquigas) at 2:23. 

* 

US Open boosts prize 
money to record $25.5 mil¬ 
lion 

NEW YORK (AFP) - US 
Open prize money will jump 
by more than $2 million this 
year to a record $25.5 million 
with another $2.6 million in 
potential bonuses available, 
the US Tennis Association 
announced on Wednesday. 

For the 40th year in a row, 
women and men will receive 
equal prize money, with each 
singles champion taking 
home a record $1.9 million 
and potentially up to $1 mil¬ 
lion each in bonus money for 
performance in US Open 
tuneup events. 


Uruguay v Chile friendly 
result 

MALDONADO, 
Uruguay, July 11, 2012 
(AFP) - Result of interna¬ 
tional friendly played here on 
Wednesday: 

Uruguay 6 (Suarez (31, 
35, 47, Cavani 39-pen, 71, 
Hernandez 84) Chile 4 (Hen- 
riquez 2, Munoz 11, Ubilla 
80, 90) 

* 

Strieker seeks fourth 
John Deere title in a row - 

SILVIS, Illinois (AFP) - 
Steve Strieker goes for his 
fourth consecutive US PGA 
John Deere Classic title start¬ 
ing Thursday, the American 
veteran having already won 
once this year entering the 
$4.6 million tournament. 


US ADA's next step would 
be to conduct a formal hear¬ 
ing involving a three-member 
arbitration panel to hear the 
evidence. 
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Amazing views over Aruba, 

Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdclr Bar, \ 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tablet mfcjis 

... Bite Experiece son eeoi| Ws 

Situated on the Hill of Hudishibana 

right next to the California Lighthouse ; {y 


Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, 

Lunch (11 AM) and Dinner (5.30^ 
Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. 

Life Music Daily Wb 

from 7.30 to 9.30 PM. 


FARO BIANCO 


sPU c, 

a The Perfect Location 
rW^ m for ALL Celebrations. 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 

and views over Aruba Pictures. 
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Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. S 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Thursday, July 12, 2012 


Meet Danlella van den Berg... 

Ready to represent our island, Aruba at 2012 Olympic Games 



Daniella van den Berg 
began practicing swimming 
at the early age of five, too 
young to really choose 
what she wanted to do with 
her life, it was her parents 
who led her to the sport of 
swimming. Today she is 
very happy with the choice. 
One of the experiences that 
have been embedded in her 
mind is the experience of 
her competition in the 
CCCAN at Barquisimeto, 
Venezuela where she 
earned a gold medal. 

Daniella has competed 
against athletes from big 
countries in the Latin 
American continent. She 
has a personal record of 
over 400IM with a tempo 
of 5.16, which is also a 
record for Aruba in this 
event. Daniella’s biggest 
accomplishment, thus far, 
is her Silver win at the 2011 
South American champi¬ 
onship in Lima, Peru with 
which she classified for the 
2011 Pan American Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. 

All athletes have one 
dream, and Daniella is no ex¬ 
ception. Since childhood she 
dreamed of becoming an 
Olympic athlete, today her 
dream will become reality! 
According to Daniella, you 
should never stop short of 
sacrificing to get to your ulti¬ 
mate goal. Here are a few 
questions Daniella was asked 
regarding her upcoming 2012 


London Olympic Games par¬ 
ticipation: 

1. How are your prepa¬ 
rations going for the 
Olympic Games? Well, my 
preparations are going well. 
In August 2011 I went to the 
US to live and train. It took 
some time for me to get ac¬ 
customed to the training and 
the change of life and school. 
But, after more or less 6 
months I was able to settle in 
and to realize how the change 
is helping me a lot. In March 


and April I partici¬ 
pated in two big com¬ 
petitions, one in 
Orlando and also 
Carifta in the Ba¬ 
hamas where I joined 
my Aruba team. At 
both competitions I 
was able to improve 
my tempo above the 
400 and 800 Freestyle 
and I achieved the 
goals I had set for my¬ 
self for those compe¬ 
titions. 

2. What will it be 
like for you to repre¬ 
sent Aruba at an 
Olympic Game? 

For me as such a 
young girl, it would 
be a very great expe¬ 
rience that I am cer¬ 
tain I would never 
forget! I believe that 
anyone who gets an 
opportunity to repre¬ 
sent their country at 
an Olympic Game 
must be very happy 
and proud to be there. To rep¬ 
resent your country at such a 
competition as the Olympic 
Games means that you are 
among the best of your coun¬ 
try, together with all the other 
best athletes of the world. I 
would be very happy and feel 
honored because it would 
mean that all my training sac¬ 
rifice, leaving my family, 
friends and all the efforts for 
so many years have paid off! 

3. What can Aruba ex¬ 


pect from Daniella van den 
Berg at the 2012 London 
Olympic Games? 

Since moving to Florida in 
August 2011,1 have dedicated 
more time to training for the 
games. During the year in 
Florida I participated in inten¬ 
sive preparations and experi¬ 
enced a significant 
improvement in my tempo. I 
was able to notice this espe¬ 
cially during the recent Carifta 
2012 championships held in 
the Bahamas. There I reduced 
my tempo in the 800 Free with 
more than 10 seconds. To¬ 
gether with my coaches, in the 


US and in Aruba, they decided 
to change my primary event 
for the 800 Free, because that 
is where I think I will have the 
best results. With the additional 
preparations in the last three 
months, I feel very prepred for 
the challenge and am confident 
that I will improve my tempo 
even more for which I have al¬ 
ready set a goal. 

Aruba can expect that I 
will be a dignified represen¬ 
tative and will carry the 
Aruban flag with much pride. 
I will give may all for my is¬ 
land in the world of swim¬ 
ming. 
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BEGISTKACION til 

Date : Diasabra 14 July,2012 
Ora: 10:00 am pa 3:00 pm 
Lugar: Busstation 
Oranjestad 

Korda trese un identificacion valido !! 























